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VOLUNTEERS SOUGHT TO SUPPORT AND SHOWCASE COOTAMUNDRA-GUNDAGAI’S VISITOR ATTRACTIONS 
 
Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council (CGRC) is calling for volunteers to play a vital role in promoting and 
supporting key organisations and visitor attractions across the region. 
 
The Local Government Area (LGA) is home to a number of significant attractions that draw visitors to the 
region, contributing strongly to local economic activity and community wellbeing. 
 
CGRC Mayor, Councillor Abb McAlister, said volunteers are essential to the success of these services and the 
strength of local communities. 
 
“By giving their time and energy, volunteers help build stronger, more resilient and compassionate 
communities,” Cr McAlister said. 
 
“The volunteers operating across our towns give so much of their time and are often the face of our 
communities when visitors are seeking information about our region or a particular attraction. 
“Their local knowledge and expertise on many subjects is invaluable and greatly enhances the visitor 
experience.” 
 
Cr McAlister said the value of local attractions extends well beyond visitor numbers. 
 
“The importance of our visitor attractions is not just about how many people come through the door. They 
provide significant benefits to the region’s economic status and contribute to overall community wellbeing,” he 
said. 
 
One example is Cootamundra’s Bradman’s Birthplace Museum, which attracted more than 3,500 visitors in the 
2024/2025 financial year, with more than 2,300 visitors recorded so far this year. 
 
“These are significant numbers, and the future success of these attractions relies heavily on the dedication of 
our amazing volunteers,” Cr McAlister said. 
 
Volunteering opportunities are flexible and designed to suit individual availability, with people encouraged to 
bring along a friend or partner for support. 
 
Long-time volunteer at Bradman’s Birthplace Museum, Eric Thorburn, said his experience has been both 
rewarding and fulfilling. 
 
“I love meeting new people—their stories are so interesting,” Mr Thorburn said. 
 
“I’m very proud of our town and what it has to offer. Being able to direct visitors to other attractions across our 
LGA is a great experience, especially when they return and share how much they enjoyed their time here. 
 
“I value the camaraderie with fellow volunteers and feel I’m giving back to a community that has given me so 
much.” 
 
Residents interested in volunteering can contact CGRC on 1300 459 689 for more information. 



 

 

 
Community members are also encouraged to attend the Coota Connections Expo on Tuesday and Wednesday, 
14–15 April, at the Cootamundra Town Hall, or visit the Gundagai Visitor Information Centre to learn more 
about opportunities in the area. 
 
Picture and caption:  
Bradman Birthplace Museum volunteer and stalwart Mr Eric Thorburn, welcomes a visitor to the iconic 
attraction. Mr Thorburn finds volunteering rewarding and interesting. Council is calling for more volunteers to 
assist at local attractions to relieve the pressure on current volunteers. 
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